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This book discusses how societies, groups and
individuals remember and make sense of global
neoliberal change in Eastern Europe. Such an
investigation is all the more timely as the 1990s
are increasingly looked to for answers explaining
the populist and nationalist turn across the globe.
The volume shows how the key processes that
impacted many lives across the social spectrum
in Eastern Europe, such as deindustrialization,
privatization, restitution and abrupt social reor-
ganization, are collectively remembered across
society today and how memory narratives of the
1990s contribute to current identities and political climate. This volume establishes the memory of eco-
nomic transformation as a research focus in its own right. It investigates different levels of memory, from
the national through the local to the cultural, analysing key myths of the transformation, giving special
recognition to the social space and vernacular memories of the transformation period, and reflecting on
how the changes of the 1990s are mediated in cultural representations.
Given the book’s interdisciplinary scope that covers several fields, it will prove of interest to those working
in memory studies, contemporary history, sociology, East European area studies, and literary and film
studies. It will also serve as a significant point of reference for those researching the interdisciplinary and
rapidly expanding field of transformation studies and thus is an invaluable source across different fields of
study.



284 BOOKS RECOMMENDED

Neo-militant Democracies
in Post-communist Member

States of the European Union

Edited by
Joanna Rak, Roman Bäcker

London: Routledge 2022, 268 Pages

ISBN 9781032156347

This book examines contemporary militant
democracies in post-communist states in the Eu-
ropean Union. Examining, through case studies,
their broader relevance to political, legal, and
social structures, this book looks in revealing
detail at the struggles between these democratic
and anti-democratic actors that share similar his-
torical experiences of contentious politics, com-
munism, and political transformation. It impor-
tantly unravels the tension between them, de-
termining which are already authoritarian, and
which are teetering on the brink of an anti-demo-
cratic breakthrough. Analysing regimes’ con-
tinuance trajectories to capture how and what
shaped the neo-militant aspects of democracies

(neomilitancy) over time, the book accounts for why particular post-communist European neo-militant
democracies emerge while others decline or transform into quasi-militant democracies despite transfor-
mation, how they differ from each other, what brings about the differences and similarities between them,
and how and why they change over time. With right-wing populist parties coming to power on the back
of fears associated with economic, social, and cultural globalisation and the misuse of state authorities to
strengthen protective measures against threats to democratic institutions, the book represents a timely and
important contribution.
This book will be of key interest to scholars and students of Post-Soviet/Communist/East European Studies,
Democratic Backsliding, European and Comparative Politics, Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict, Democracy
and Dictatorship, Public Comparative Constitutional Law, Human Rights Law and Political Theory.
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